
 

 
 

 

 

PDG Helicopters’ Squirrel fleet attains 200,000 flight hours as the  
Scottish on-shore helicopter operator marks its 40th anniversary  

 
 
London, England, September 25, 2013 
 
The expanding Squirrel fleet in service with PDG Helicopters has reached a combined 
flight time of 200,000 hours, demonstrating the rotorcraft family’s reliability for the most 
demanding service and its flexibility across a full range of on-shore operations 
throughout Ireland and the United Kingdom. 
 
The milestone was celebrated today on Eurocopter’s exhibit stand at the Helitech International 
exposition in London, with PDG Helicopters Chairman Timothy Laing joining Markus Steinke, 
CEO of the Eurocopter UK subsidiary.  
 
“We are proud of our long-term relationship with PDG Helicopters, Scotland’s main onshore 
operator, and are fully committed to support this operator in its daily missions,” Steinke said.  
“We have created a true partnership, and look forward to working together over the next 
decades and beyond.” 
 
PDG Helicopters began operations in 1973 in Scotland and purchased its first AS350 (Squirrel) 
family’s AS350 single-engine rotorcraft in 1985, with the company’s fleet now including the 
single- and twin-engine AS350, AS355, AS365 and EC135 versions.   
 
“We’ve set new standards in helicopter operations with our Squirrel fleet, and PDG Helicopters 
has become synonymous for delivering reliable, quality service in all areas of light/medium 
helicopter usage,” Laing explained.  “The Squirrel is ideal given its ability to switch roles very 
rapidly from utility operations to comfortable passenger transport. As we mark our 40 years in 
business, our company looks forward to consolidating its dominant position in aerial operations.” 
 
PDG Helicopters’ AS350B2s deliver much of the company’s lifting services, undertaking such 
tasks as moving live salmon smolts, along with transporting steel and concrete for construction 
projects. These rotorcraft also provide emergency cover for utility companies and are regularly 
involved in renewing assets and stringing line between pylons, as well as moving bulky loads to 
difficult locations. 
 
The AS355 has become the aircraft of choice for aerial survey, asset management and 
passenger transport, with its inventory increasing during the past several years. These rotorcraft 
are heavily-involved in aerial survey across the United Kingdom, and in conjunction with one 
AS365, support the movement of personnel.  Both helicopter types also have played prominent 
roles in many highly acclaimed film productions.  
 
PDG Helicopters relies heavily on logistical support from Eurocopter, as many of its operations 
are time critical. Consuming about £1 million of spare parts annually, the relationship is 
fundamental and constantly evolving following the operational needs. 
 

  



 

 
 

 

 

Operating from bases at Inverness, Cumbernauld, Wolverhampton and Dublin, PDG Helicopters 
covers the entire United Kingdom and Ireland, moving people and materials while providing an 
increasingly sophisticated aerial survey service through its sizeable investment in a range of 
advanced camera systems.   
 
About Eurocopter UK Ltd. 
Eurocopter UK Ltd, Britain’s civil helicopter hub, and its predecessors have been present and 
highly active in the United Kingdom for over 30 years, dominating the civil rotary wing(rw) 
sector. Its contribution to the aerospace sector of the national economy includes the 
development of police aviation leading to a 75% market share, air ambulances (70% share), and 
well over 50% of the offshore oil and gas market. Eurocopter UK Ltd is headquartered in Oxford, 
with additional bases in Dublin (Ireland), Belfast (Northern Ireland), Hawarden (Wales) and 
Aberdeen (Scotland) and provides the full range of products and services for the rw sector, 
including prime contractor of the RAF Puma Mk2 programme.  Some 450 Eurocopter helicopters 
form the biggest part of the UK's helicopter fleet and the backbone of vital national infrastructure 
such as 100 helicopters serving the UK Ministry of Defence for transport, training and high end 
operational missions. Eurocopter enjoys a reputation for innovation, high quality and a strong 
customer service ethos. To date, Eurocopter UK Ltd has exported helicopter High-Tech solutions 
to 23 nations on all continents.The Eurocopter group employs more than 1600 people across the 
British Isles. 
 
About Eurocopter 
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace and defense-related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approximately 22,000 people. In 2012, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s No. 1 
helicopter manufacturer with a turnover of 6.3 billion Euros, orders for 469 new helicopters and 
a 44 percent market share in the civil and parapublic sectors. Overall, the Group’s helicopters 
account for 33 percent of the worldwide civil and parapublic fleet. Eurocopter’s strong 
international presence is ensured by its subsidiaries and participations in 21 countries. 
Eurocopter’s worldwide network of service centers, training facilities, distributors and certified 
agents supports more than 2,900 customers. There are currently more than 11,780 Eurocopter 
helicopters in service in 148 countries. Eurocopter offers the most comprehensive civil and 
military helicopter range in the world and is fully committed to safety as the most important 
aspect of its business. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Stéphane Chéry Julie Guerin 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 59 64 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 23 93 71 23 Mob: + 33 (0)6 22 00 34 73 
stephane.chery@eurocopter.com  julie.guerin@eurocopter.com 
 
Lynn Sadler 
Tel: + 44 (0)1865 852415 
Mob: + 44 (0)7900 406098 
Lynn.Sadler@eurocopter.co.uk 
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Website: www.eurocopter.com 

http://www.eurocopter.com/

