
 

 

Eurocopter stands ready to provide the appropriate platforms 
for future defense needs of the Republic of Korea 

 
 
Seoul, 19 October 2011 
 
In a strong signal of its capacity and capability to provide for South Korea’s defense 
needs, Eurocopter indicates its interest in participating in the two Request for Proposals 
(RFPs) likely to be issued in 2012, proposing the Panther platform for the Light Attack 
Helicopter (LAH) program and the Tiger for the Heavy Attack Helicopter (AH-X) program. 
 
“These programs represent a key part of our long-term strategy in South Korea,” said Eurocopter 
President & CEO Lutz Bertling.  “For the LAH program, we will once again support Korea 
Aerospace Industries in the competition, ensuring the continued development of the country’s 
aerospace industry and defense capability.   
 
“As for the AH-X program, the Tiger's modern state-of-the-art technology is undisputed, and it 
has certainly proven its operational capability and reliability in Afghanistan and Lybia, making it 
the best helicopter to meet the RoK’s requirements,” added Bertling. 
 
Panther platform for Light Attack Helicopter program 
In supporting KAI in the light attack helicopters (LAH) program, Eurocopter is proposing the 
Panther, the military variant of Eurocopter’s renowned Dauphin, as the ideal baseline platform for 
LAH development.  The LAH program calls for a light aircraft in the 4.5 metric ton class with a 
seating capacity of 6-8. 
 
With a background of over 1,000 Dauphin/Panther produced and the vast experience this type 
has of effective operations in the most demanding conditions, it offers a de-risked platform which, 
in its latest evolution, has the most modern avionics, engines and systems to give outstanding 
battle-winning performance.  It is a high speed, maneuverable, discreet and powerful asset.   
 
Developed to RoK military requirements by KAI, the Panther will give world-beating performance 
in a proven airframe with worldwide support.  
 
Tiger for the AH-X 
In the expected request for proposals (RFP) for 36 heavy attack helicopters (AH-X), Eurocopter 
is preparing to present its state-of-the-art support and attack helicopter – Tiger. 
 
Tiger is the ideal aircraft for the RoK’s heavy attack helicopter requirement.  It is a true multi-role 
combat helicopter and an essential asset in any operational theatre. With a record of outstanding 
operations in Close Combat Attack missions and as escort for Utility and Assault Helicopters, 
Tiger is a modern, combat proven system offering unmatched performance, effectiveness, 
availability and support. Tiger has now set the standards against which all other heavy attack 
helicopters are measured. 
 
With a total of 75 helicopters delivered so far (as at 31 August 2011), the Tiger fleet has clocked 
around 30,000 flight hours.   



 

 

Three Tigers have been continuously deployed by the French Army in Afghanistan since July 
2009, and users’ feedback has been excellent, both regarding performance and maintainability. 
The Tiger showed a very high level of availability (more than 90%) and has logged approximately 
2,100 flight hours, out of which 25% were performed at night. 
 
About Eurocopter  
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace, defense and related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approximately 17,500 people. In 2010, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s number 
one helicopter manufacturer in the civil and parapublic market with a turnover of 4.8 billion 
Euros, orders for 346 new helicopters and a 49 percent market share in the civil and parapublic 
sectors. Overall, the Group’s helicopters account for 33 percent of the total worldwide civil and 
parapublic fleet. Eurocopter’s strong worldwide presence is ensured by its 30 subsidiaries and 
participations on five continents, along with a dense network of distributors, certified agents and 
maintenance centers. There are currently 11,360 Eurocopter helicopters in service and some 
2,900 customers in 149 countries. Eurocopter offers the largest civil and military helicopter range 
in the world.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Stéphane Chéry Pascale Fleury 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 62 38 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 23 93 71 23 Mob: + 33 (0)6 32 54 05 02 
stephane.chery@eurocopter.com  pascale.fleury@eurocopter.com 
 
Julie Guérin Gloria Illas 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 59 64 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 58 89 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 22 00 34 73 Mob: +33 (0) 6 31 47 08 99 
julie.guerin@eurocopter.com gloria.illas@eurocopter.com 
 
Melanie Wolf Priscilla Yip 
Tel: + 49 (0) 906 71 57 39 Tel: +65 6592 7217 
Mob: + 49 (0) 151 17 12 63 18 Mob: +65 9660 7040 
melanie.wolf@eurocopter.com Priscilla.yip@eurocoptersea.com.sg  
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