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Recovery of European construction sector leads to labour shortage 

 

In most European countries the construction sector shows promising figures (increasing construction volumes) for the near 

future. The vast majority of European architects therefore experiences a quantitative (and qualitative) labour shortage on the 

short run. Labour shortage seems to be a growing issue in the construction sector as an increased amount of architects 

experiences this development compared to previous years. In the UK and Germany in particular, a substantial increase in 

quantitative labour shortage is seen in the past 12 months, whilst in Italy and France most architects are already experiencing a 

shortage of skilled employees. These are some of the conclusions of the European Architectural Barometer report, a quarterly 

market research among 1,600 architects in eight European countries.   

 

There are some clear developments regarding the architects’ experience and expectations towards the quantitative labour shortage in 

the upcoming years. The biggest increase of architects who already experience a shortage is seen in the United Kingdom and in 

Germany. However also in France, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and Poland an increased amount of architects already experiences a 

quantitative labour shortage compared to 2014.  According to a study commissioned by the European parliament published in March 

2015 there is a strong correlation between the economic recession, which strongly influenced the construction sector, and labour 

shortage. Therefore the experience of the architects and their expectations regarding labour shortage in the next few years is again an 

indicator the construction sector is recovering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next to a growing number of architects who expect a quantitative labour shortage, the majority also thinks there are inadequately skilled 

workers on the construction labour market. Especially in France and Italy, but also in the UK, Belgium and Poland more architects 

already experience a qualitative labour shortage compared to previous years.  

 

These and many other trends concerning the developments of the European construction market can be found in the European 

Architectural Barometer, an international market research conducted among 1,600 architects in Europe. This study is conducted in 

Germany, France, Italy, Spain, United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Belgium and Poland by Arch-Vision four times a year. Besides 

indicators to forecast the European building volumes, a specific topic is highlighted each quarter. The topic in Q2 2015 was “Architectural 

Design and Technology trends”. Architects are not only a reliable source for future building volumes information, their role is very 

important as they have substantial influence on how projects are built and which materials are used. 

 

More information 

Please contact Arch-Vision: Mrs. Hanan Chafia, chafia@arch-vision.eu  

Tel. +31 (0)10 2066900 

 

 

28

44

17

38

13

36

47

63

4

19

16

6

5

14

7

7

3

12

9

6

8

12

4

4

7

17

3

9

4

4

4

25

35

24

26

61

41

20

14

34

7

10

8

6

7

3

8

Now 1-3 years 3-5 years >5 years Never Don't know

54

58

31

71

41

74

50

60

3

10

22

11

12

11

8

3

4

7

3

7

7

8

8

5

9

3

8

3

18

24

31

12

26

16

19

14

21

3

3

4

6

4

7

Now 1-3 years 3-5 years >5 years Never Don't know

Quantitative labour shortage in the construction sector Qualitative labour shortage in the construction sector 

mailto:chafia@arch-vision.eu

