
Japan Coast Guard to boost its fleet with new EC225 helicopters after intensive 
rescue missions in the wake of the Japanese earthquake and tsunami 

 
 
Marignane, France, August .18, 2011 
 
Following intensive relief operations after the Great East Japan Earthquake in March, the 
Japan Coast Guard, Eurocopter Group and Eurocopter Japan have signed a tripartite 
contract for the supply of three additional EC225 helicopters to the Japan Coast Guard. 
These aircraft will be the first civilian helicopters to be equipped with the most advanced 
mission system, to be deployed for search and rescue as well as law enforcement 
missions. 
 
Procurement of the EC225s was decided after the Japanese Coast Guard efficiently carried out 
rescue and relief efforts following the massive earthquake and tsunami that hit the country on 
March 11, but unfortunately had aircraft submerged during the disaster that were rendered 
unserviceable.  The acquisition will replenish the fleet with new aircraft that have the technology 
and capability to carry out complex search and rescue (SAR) as well as anti-piracy missions. 
 
"We are very proud to have our helicopters contributing to saving lives every day in Japan,” said 
Eurocopter President & CEO Lutz Bertling. “The Eurocopter Japan team, which provided round-
the-clock support to their customers after the Tohoku tragedy, remains totally committed to 
ensure that the helicopter missions can be performed in the best and safest conditions."  
 
The Japan Coast Guard initially purchased two EC225s in 2006 through an open tender, 
complementing their AS332 L1 fleet for long range all-weather SAR missions as well as for ship-
borne operations.  
 
“The decision by the Japan Coast Guard to acquire additional EC225s this year was taken in 
view of its new assignment for anti-piracy missions, while also taking into account the 
outstanding performance of their existing EC225 helicopters – which have been used intensively 
since delivery, as demonstrated during the disaster relief operations,” explained Stéphane 
Ginoux, President and CEO of Eurocopter Japan. “Together, the service’s EC225 and AS332 L1 
fleet will be able to continue serving the country and saving lives under severe circumstances.” 
 
When the earthquake struck in March and triggered destructive tsunami waves, Eurocopter 
Japan immediately set up round-the-clock maintenance shifts to support helicopter operations, 
ensuring maximum availability of the helicopters to perform their missions.  More than half of the 
helicopters used by fire-fighters, police and coast guards during the disaster relief operations 
were of Eurocopter origin. 
 
Eurocopter’s twin-engine EC225 is in the 10-11-ton weight category, and features high-
performance navigation and mission systems – including a unique digital autopilot; while also 
offering excellent flight autonomy and a large cabin with seating for 25 persons.  As a result, the 
EC225 and its EC725 military version have become the reference for civil and military search 
and rescue, off-shore and passenger transport missions not just in Japan, but around the world.   
 



To date, a total of 240 EC225s and EC725s have been ordered, of which approximately half 
have been delivered. The annual production rate will be increased by 60 percent over the next 
two-year period to meet market demand. 
 
About Eurocopter Japan (Website: www.eurocopter.co.jp) 
Eurocopter Japan Co.,Ltd was established in April 2009 as a subsidiary of Eurocopter (90%) and 
Itochu Corporation (10%). In July 2009, Eurocopter Japan established Eurocopter Japan T&E. 
Co.,Ltd, a joint venture with ANAM. After these two acquisitions, Eurocopter became the first 
foreign affiliated company in this field to become a full fledged industrial player in Japan. With 
55% market share in the civil and parapublic sectors, a fleet of 330 helicopters and 50 years of 
presence in Japan, Eurocopter Japan will continue to contribute to Japanese customers and the 
society by improving safety, usability and the cost efficiency of the air by providing excellent 
products and consummate services. 
 
About Eurocopter (Website: www.eurocopter.com) 
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace, defense and related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approximately 17,500 people. In 2010, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s number 
one helicopter manufacturer in the civil and parapublic market with a turnover of 4.8 billion 
Euros, orders for 346 new helicopters and a 49 percent market share in the civil and parapublic 
sectors. Overall, the Group’s helicopters account for 33 percent of the total worldwide civil and 
parapublic fleet. Eurocopter’s strong worldwide presence is ensured by its 30 subsidiaries and 
participations on five continents, along with a dense network of distributors, certified agents and 
maintenance centers. There are currently 11,200 Eurocopter helicopters in service and some 
2,900 customers in 147 countries. Eurocopter offers the largest civil and military helicopter range 
in the world.  
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