
 

  

SMA Solar Technology AG – Press Release 
 
SMA Smart Home Wins  Smart Energy Award 2013 
 
Niestetal/Frankfurt, May 16, 2013 – During the second International Smart Energy Congress, SMA Solar 
Technology AG was awarded the 2013 Smart Energy Award in the energy information and 
communication technology category by Hesse's environment minister Lucia Puttrich.  SMA received the 
award, recognized as the Hessian state award for intelligent energy, for its holistic energy management 
solution - SMA Smart Home. The awards ceremony was held on May 14 in Frankfurt am Main. 
 
“Systems capable of intelligent and automatic energy management in the home are key to the success of the energy 
transition. With the SMA Smart Home we provide a holistic energy management system, which covers all important 
functions and can be operated efficiently using the cost advantage of self-consumed solar energy already available. 
Being awarded the Smart Energy Award 2013 is a great confirmation of this innovative accomplishment,” explains 
Tom Rudolph, head of the Solution Unit Energy Management at SMA. 
 
SMA Smart Home – System Component for the Energy Transition 
 
With the SMA Smart Home, private households can both become independent from rising electricity prices and can 
also reduce the load on the utility grid, as self-generated solar power is consumed directly in the home.  The system is 
comprised of an intelligent and easy to use energy manager that uses local and plant-specific generation forecasts as 
well as a flexible battery storage system, which can also be retrofitted in existing systems: 
 
The Sunny Boy PV inverter guarantees maximum PV module energy yields and converts the direct current into 
standard alternating current for household use with the highest level of efficiency. The PV inverter is not only responsible 
for converting energy. It also monitors the PV array and the status of the utility grid. 
 
The Sunny Home Manager is the system's intelligent monitoring center. As the only solution on the market, it does not 
only make ad-hoc decisions based on instantaneous consumption and generation values; it creates an intelligent and 
continuously updated planning scheme, which takes both generation and consumption forecasts into account. The 
forecast data required for planning comes from various sources. The consumption forecast is based on a self-learning 
algorithm which constantly analyzes the consumption patterns in the household, according to a time frame of several 
weeks. The local generation forecast is created based on real-time generation data from approximately 30,000 PV 
systems in Germany that are connected to weather forecasts via complex calculation models. Additional input 



 

  

parameters include the state of charge of available storage batteries, user settings for operation of individual loads and 
the grid electricity price which fluctuates. The Sunny Home Manager generates optimized “timetables” based on this 
information – for the loads that are not constrained by time and for the battery system. Automatic load management is 
done via SMA radio-controlled sockets with Bluetooth communication or directly using the Miele@Home standard. 
Furthermore, the device is already prepared for operation according to the future EEBus communication standard for 
SMA Smart Home applications. In this way, compatible household appliances as well as heating, air conditioning and 
ventilation systems planned for the future can be integrated into the energy management system. The Sunny Home 
Manager can be configured using any online Internet browser – from any smartphone or PC, whether at home or on 
the move. The SMA radio-controlled sockets used to control appliances also function as repeaters, thus ensuring a 
reliable connection to the network in the house or apartment. 
 
The Sunny Island off-grid inverter complements the SMA Smart Home with a system for the temporary storage of 
electrical energy. This leads not only to increased self-consumption in the home, but also to the receptiveness of the 
distribution grid to variable renewable power generation capacity, given the corresponding external triggers are 
present. When it comes to power, storage capacity and battery type, the storage system can be configured exactly 
according to the customer’s needs and can also be easily retrofitted. 
 
Collaboration with Leading Manufacturers 
 
As a further component of the SMA Smart Home, SMA will introduce, with the Sunny Boy Smart Energy, the SMA 
Integrated Storage System to the market in the second half of this year. The wall-mountable device combines a modern 
PV inverter with a lithium-ion battery. In addition, SMA cooperates with leading manufacturers in the fields of storage 
technology, smart metering, home appliances, electric mobility, heating and ventilation and air conditioning systems in 
order to ensure the highest quality standards in household energy management and to integrate further components 
into the energy management system. 
 
 
About the Smart Energy Award 
 
The 2013 Smart Energy award is recognized as the Hessian state prize for intelligent energy. It is awarded for 
outstanding innovations in the categories of energy grids, energy storage, energy and information and communication 
technology (ICT) as well as in the Hessian university and school students junior category. All submissions were 
evaluated by a highly qualified jury according to the criteria of scientific-technical achievement, market trends, 
sustainability, safety, innovation, design, practicability, feasibility and economic viability. 



 

  

About SMA  
The SMA Group generated sales of €1.5 billion in 2012 and is the global market leader for solar inverters, a key 
component of all PV plants  and, as an energy management group, offers innovative key technologies for future power 
supply structures. It is headquartered in Niestetal, near Kassel, Germany, and is represented internationally in 21 
countries. The Group employs more than 5,000 people worldwide. SMA’s broad product portfolio includes a 
compatible inverter for every type of module on the market and for all plant sizes. The product range includes both 
inverters for photovoltaic plants connected to the grid as well as inverters for off-grid systems. SMA is therefore able to 
provide ideal technical inverter solutions for all plant sizes and types. Since 2008, the Group’s parent company, SMA 
Solar Technology AG, has been listed on the Prime Standard of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (S92) and also in the 
TecDAX index. In recent years, SMA has received numerous awards for excellence as an employer and achieved first 
place in the nationwide “Great Place to Work®” competition in 2011 and 2012. 
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Disclaimer: 
This press release serves only as information and does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe for, acquire, hold 
or sell any securities of SMA Solar Technology AG (the “Company”) or any present or future subsidiary of the 
Company (together with the Company, the “SMA Group”) nor should it form the basis of, or be relied upon in 
connection with, any contract to purchase or subscribe for any securities in the Company or any member of the SMA 
Group or commitment whatsoever. Securities may not be offered or sold in the United States of America absent 
registration or an exemption from registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended. 
 
This press release can contain future-oriented statements. Future-oriented statements are statements which do not 
describe facts of the past. They also include statements about our assumptions and expectations. These statements are 
based on plans, estimations and forecasts which the Managing Board of SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA or 
company) has available at this time. Future-oriented statements are therefore only valid on the day on which they are 
made. Future-oriented statements by nature contain risks and elements of uncertainty. Various known and unknown 
risks, uncertainties and other factors can lead to considerable differences between the actual results, the financial 
position, the development or the performance of the corporation and the estimates given here. These factors include 
those which SMA has discussed in published reports. These reports are available on the SMA website at 
www.SMA.de. The company accepts no obligation whatsoever to update these future-oriented statements or to adjust 
them to future events or developments. 


