
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
RTE announces the creation of AIRTELIS and selects Eurocopter’s EC225 

for new maintenance and support techniques on electrical power lines 
 
 
Marignane, France, November 17, 2011 
 
AIRTELIS, a wholly-owned subsidiary of RTE specializing in heliborne operations, 

received its first EC225 helicopter today from Eurocopter – the world’s leading helicopter 

manufacturer in the civil market.  The delivery ceremony was held in Marignane in 
France’s Bouches du Rhône department, home to Eurocopter’s headquarters. 
 
Founded in 2011, AIRTELIS performs heliborne operations for customers in France and abroad. 
With its new EC225, the company can also count on the competences of RTE to carry out its 
missions. 
 
Heliborne services and operations make up a separate unit at RTE that is specialized in 
surveillance, maintenance and construction work on high and very high-voltage power lines. RTE 

has logged a total of more than 250,000 flight hours – the equivalent of nearly 30 years of 

uninterrupted helicopter flight. 
 
The 11-ton Eurocopter EC225 can lift loads of up to 4.5 tons for a wide variety of services, such 
as maintenance and construction work on overhead power lines and airlift support for major 
infrastructure projects.  The helicopter can also perform various types of emergency missions. 
 
This helicopter will offer RTE many advantages. Work will be finished more rapidly, operational 
costs for each rotation will be lower, and since helicopters don’t need any access roads to do 
their job, the environmental impact will be reduced. 
 
The EC225 will be the first helicopter in the world equipped with an innovative new system that 
permits its pilot to control the sling used to deploy electrical cables during flight.  This system, 
which is integrated in the helicopter’s cabin, was developed by Eurocopter especially for the 
needs of AIRTELIS.  It enables the helicopter to carry loads that have contact with land or water, 
with their orientation maintained steady beneath the aircraft within a pre-specified cone-shaped 
deployment zone.  The system will guarantee the highest safety levels for Class-C sling 
operations. 
 
At the ceremony, Philippe Dupuis, deputy director general responsible for finance at RTE and 
president of AIRTELIS, said: “The progress in development of heliborne operations by RTE has 
been accompanied by successive generations of Eurocopter helicopters, leading to the 
acquisition today of the first EC225.” 
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“The first EC225’s delivery to AIRTELIS once again demonstrates the confidence that our long-
standing customer RTE has in our products.  This helicopter has been fitted with special 
equipment unlike any other in the world, designed and developed by Eurocopter in close 
cooperation with RTE.  It will enable AIRTELIS to optimize its construction work on high-voltage 
power lines, and I am firmly convinced that the excellent relations we have enjoyed over the past 
several decades will be a source of spectacular new inventions in the years to come,” declared 
Dominique Maudet, Eurocopter’s Executive Vice President of Global Business and Services. 
 
The system’s Class-C certification is currently being validated by the EASA and will be 
operational in 2012. 
 
About RTE 
RTE is a public utility company that operates France’s electrical power grid, tasked with 
operating, maintaining and developing the high and very high-voltage power network. RTE 
guarantees proper operations and safety for the country’s power grid. 
RTE transports electrical power from electricity providers in France and Europe to consumers, 
whether it be distributors (ERDF and local distribution companies) or industrial customers linked 
directly to the grid. 
The network overseen by RTE is the largest in Europe, with 100,000km of lines between 63,000 
and 400,000 volts and 46 cross-border lines. RTE generated revenues of 4.396 billion euros in 
2010 and currently employs 8,500 people. 
 
About Eurocopter  
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace, defense and related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approximately 17,500 people. In 2010, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s number 
one helicopter manufacturer in the civil and parapublic market with a turnover of 4.8 billion 
Euros, orders for 346 new helicopters and a 49 percent market share in the civil and 
parapublic sectors. Overall, the Group’s helicopters account for 33 percent of the total 
worldwide civil and parapublic fleet. Eurocopter’s strong worldwide presence is ensured by its 
30 subsidiaries and participations on five continents, along with a dense network of 
distributors, certified agents and maintenance centers. There are currently 11,200 Eurocopter 
helicopters in service and some 2,900 customers in 147 countries. Eurocopter offers the 
largest civil and military helicopter range in the world.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
RTE 
Thierry Lartigau Olivia Ricour 
Tel: +33 (0)1 41 02 16 78 Tel: +33 (0)1 41 02 17 77 
Mob: +33 (0)6 23 67 83 93 Mob: +33 (0)6 23 67 83 93 
thierry.lartigau@rte-france.com thierry.lartigau@rte-france.com 
 
EUROCOPTER 
Stéphane Chéry Pascale Fleury 
Tel : + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 62 38 
Mob : + 33 (0)6 23 93 71 23 Mob:+ 33 (0)6 32 54 05 02 
stephane.chery@eurocopter.com  pascale.fleury@eurocopter.com 
 

Website: www.eurocopter.com 
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