
 

 

Eurocopter expands its Chinese helicopter industry support by donating an 
Ecureuil light helicopter to the Civil Aviation Flight University of China for training 

 
 
Shanghai, China, April 18, 2013 
 
Future generations of Chinese aviation technicians will benefit from hands-on training 
experience with an Ecureuil (AS350 family of helicopters) donated by Eurocopter China to 
the Civil Aviation Flight University of China (CAFUC). 
 
This rotorcraft is to be located at the CAFUC campus in Guanghan, Sichuan Province as part of 
the Eurocopter-supported training courses for students who seek qualification as helicopter 
technicians in pursuing aviation industry careers. 
 
“Our well-established relationship with China has always included strong contributions to the 
country in developing a viable, capable and safe helicopter industry – which includes offering the 
best training possible to the technicians who will keep its aircraft flying,” explained Bruno 
Boulnois, CEO of the Eurocopter China subsidiary.   
 
The donated Ecureuil provides a full-scale training tool, where students get to receive both ab-
initio and type-rating practical training. It offers trainees with the rare opportunity to not only be 
trained on structural maintenance and repairs, but also assembly of a real helicopter complete 
with rotor blades, main gearbox and other dynamic components. 
 
This initiative also enables students to work on an aircraft representative of the best-selling 
Ecureuil family that is used globally in operations ranging from passenger transportation, utility 
work and flight training to fire fighting and parapublic missions. It is also the most popular 
lightweight turbine helicopter product line in China, with about 36 in operation today. 
 
Eurocopter’s donation continues the company’s close relationship with the CAFUC, which has resulted in 
their long-term strategy to create a pool of qualified helicopter technicians capable of filling jobs in China’s 
expanding general aviation sector.   
 
The cooperation was initiated in 2011, and aims to establish the capacity for training 120 Chinese 
helicopter technicians annually by 2015.  This includes a “train the trainer” scheme – with Eurocopter 
educating CAFUC instructors in both China and at the company’s training academy in Germany, allowing 
the university’s personnel to be certified at the highest international standards.  These instructors have 
since completed their training and are now qualified to provide ab-initio training for CAFUC student 
technicians at Guanghan. 

 
About Eurocopter 
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace and defense-related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approximately 22,000 people. In 2012, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s No. 1 
helicopter manufacturer with a turnover of 6.3 billion Euros, orders for 469 new helicopters and 
a 38 percent market share in the civil and parapublic sectors. Overall, the Group’s helicopters 
account for 33 percent of the worldwide civil and parapublic fleet. Eurocopter’s strong 
international presence is ensured by its subsidiaries and participations in 21 countries. 
Eurocopter’s worldwide network of service centers, training facilities, distributors and certified 



 

 

agents supports more than 2,900 customers. There are currently more than 11,780 Eurocopter 
helicopters in service in 148 countries. Eurocopter offers the most comprehensive civil and 
military helicopter range in the world and is fully committed to safety as the most important 
aspect of its business 
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mailto:stephane.chery@eurocopter.com
mailto:priscilla.yip@eurocoptersea.com.sg
http://www.eurocopter.com/

