
Spain orders a Eurocopter EC225 helicopter for 
sea search & rescue and pollution control missions 

 
 

Albacete, Spain, September 12, 2011 
 
Eurocopter has signed a contract to supply an EC225 helicopter for Spain following its 
recent success in the country’s competition to select a new rotary-wing aircraft for 
maritime search & rescue (SAR) and pollution control operations.  
 
This marks one of the first stages in a national rescue plan to be implemented by the Spanish 
Maritime Safety Agency (SASEMAR), and is designed to provide air assets in the form of large 
helicopters for missions in the southern part of the Bay of Biscay and in the Canary Islands. 
SASEMAR is a public enterprise affiliated with the Spanish Ministry of Development through the 
Directorate-General of the Merchant Navy. 
 
The new EC225 is to replace one of SASEMAR’s Sikorsky S-61N helicopters, and will provide 
the agency with a high-performance asset for maritime SAR and surveillance operations in all 
weather conditions. Offering enhanced capacity, range and autonomy, the EC225 is equipped 
with cutting-edge technical innovations for navigation and SAR. 
 
Successful worldwide deployments of the EC225 helicopter in search & rescue configurations –
particularly in challenging operating environments such as the North Sea, Southeast Asia, Brazil, 
China, Taiwan and Japan – makes it the perfect choice for the new duties with Spain. 
 
The agreement for SASEMAR’s EC225 was signed by Eurocopter Spain, the Spanish-based 
affiliate of Eurocopter. 
 
About Eurocopter  
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace, defense and related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approximately 17,500 people. In 2010, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s number 
one helicopter manufacturer in the civil and parapublic market with a turnover of 4.8 billion 
Euros, orders for 346 new helicopters and a 49 percent market share in the civil and parapublic 
sectors. Overall, the Group’s helicopters account for 33 percent of the total worldwide civil and 
parapublic fleet. Eurocopter’s strong worldwide presence is ensured by its 30 subsidiaries and 
participations on five continents, along with a dense network of distributors, certified agents and 
maintenance centers. There are currently 11,200 Eurocopter helicopters in service and some 
2,900 customers in 147 countries. Eurocopter offers the largest civil and military helicopter range 
in the world.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Stéphane Chéry Pascale Fleury 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 62 38 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 23 93 71 23 Mob: + 33 (0)6 32 54 05 02 
stephane.chery@eurocopter.com  pascale.fleury@eurocopter.com 

mailto:stephane.chery@eurocopter.com


Julie Guérin Gloria Illas 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 59 64 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 58 89 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 22 00 34 73 Mob: +33 (0) 6 31 47 08 99 
Julie.guerin@eurocopter.com  gloria.illas@eurocopter.com 
 
Melanie Wolf Priscilla Yip 
Tel: + 49 (0) 906 71 57 39 Tel: +65 6592 7217 
Mob: + 49 (0) 151 17 12 63 18 Mob: +65 9660 7040 
melanie.wolf@eurocopter.com Priscilla.yip@eurocoptersea.com.sg  
 

Website: www.eurocopter.com 
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