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Paris, France – 21 August 2014 

Second OpenFOAM User Conference  
Berlin Oct 7-9, 2014  

 
Bringing together the users and developers 
of open-source CFD software OpenFOAM 

 
Paris, France – 21 August 2014 – ESI Group, pioneer and world-

leading supplier of Virtual Prototyping software and services for 

manufacturing industries, announces the second worldwide 

conference for users of OpenFOAM; free, open source CFD software 

developed by ESI-OpenCFD, licensed and distributed by the 

OpenFOAM Foundation. OpenFOAM is the most popular open-source 

Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) code, widely used in the 

academic world and in industry. OpenFOAM owes its success to its 

extensive range of features that enable users to address anything 

from complex fluid flows involving chemical reactions with turbulence 

and heat transfer, to solid dynamics and electromagnetics.  

 

OpenFOAM addresses a very diverse community, ranging from academic 

institutions, where it is used in teaching a research, to commercial 

organizations. Today, large companies are implementing the code on an 

industrial scale for applications in automotive, chemical, marine, energy and 

heavy industry sectors. 

  

Given such a large and growing community, it’s no surprise the first 

OpenFOAM conference, held last year in Frankfurt, gathered over 250 

participants coming from all around the world. The 2014 OpenFOAM 

conference will once again provide the perfect opportunity for the global 

community of  OpenFOAM users to hear from industry leaders and to 

interact with other users, OpenFOAM developers, the support and training 

teams from ESI-OpenCFD and the OpenFOAM Foundation. 

 

 
 

 
ESI is the pioneer and world-
leading solution provider in 

virtual prototyping. 
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The second OpenFOAM User Conference will take place at the Steigenberger Hotel Am 

Kanzleramt, in Berlin, Germany, on October 7-9, 2014. During the first two days, participants will 

be able to learn about new developments and interesting projects in OpenFOAM, including the 

new user interface provided in the latest release ESI’s Visual-Environment software. Building on 

the success of last years’ workshop, the OpenFOAM Development and Training team will hold a 

session named “Lessons in OpenFOAM” on the third day. 

 

During the plenary session on the first day, ESI will have the honor of welcoming keynote speaker 

Dr. Sundermeier, Head of the Department for CAE Methods at Volkswagen AG (Germany). A 

second keynote speech will be delivered by Dr. Bizhan Befrui from Delphi Powertrain Systems 

(Luxembourg), who will present a study on the topic of "Progress in Large Eddy Simulation of the 

Liquid Jet Primary Atomization". Dr. Louis Gritzo, vice president, manager of research, at FM 

Global (USA), one of the world’s largest commercial and industrial property insurers, will deliver the 

third keynote speech. He will discuss the use of OpenFOAM for performing risk assessment and 

loss prevention solutions in areas such as natural hazards and industrial fires. 

 

On the second day, many industrial and academic users will present recent case studies using 

OpenFOAM. These will include AREVA GmbH, Artelia, BASF GmbH, CFD Software Entwicklung- 

und Forschungsgeselleschaft mbH, enGits, Forschungszentrum Jülich, Fraunhofer IWM, the 

German Aerospace Center, Lloyd's Register Consulting - Energy AS, MAHLE Behr GmbH & Co. 

KG, RWTH Aachen, TATA Steel, Volkswagen AG, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Johannes Kepler 

University, Politecnico di Milano, AeroTex UK and Helmholtz-Zentrum Dresden-Rossendorf.  

 

An important differentiator of OpenFOAM over other CFD solutions is its price. OpenFOAM is (and 

will remain) free software, which partly explains its rapid and wide adoption. Also, since it is open-

source, OpenFOAM offers users complete freedom to customize and extend its existing 

functionality to fit specific needs. Everything is open for public verification and scrutiny, ensuring 

constant user feedback to OpenFOAM developers so they can deliver highly robust and efficient 

code.  

 

In a recent interview for ESI’s magazine ESItalk, Dr. Sundermeier, Volkswagen AG, confirmed the 

growing use of the open-source solution across his company: “Today, in the Volkswagen world, 

OpenFOAM is used as a predesign tool for exterior aerodynamics, and as a design tool for 

example in lab design, or in some cases for interior CFD computation. In the future, I expect 

OpenFOAM to be the tool for the whole exterior aerodynamics design process.” 

 

To learn more about this event, and to see the complete event agenda, please visit www.esi-

group.com/OpenFOAM2014   

 

To register online, please visit www.esi-group.com/company/events/2014/2nd-openfoam-user-

conference-2014/registration 

 

This event is organized with the support of Gold sponsor DHCAE Tools and Silver Sponsors Beta 

CAE Systems, CAE Solutions, CEI Software and CPU 24/7. 

 

For more ESI news, visit: www.esi-group.com/press 

http://www.esi-group.com/company/events/2014/2nd-openfoam-user-conference-2014/
http://en.steigenberger.com/Berlin/Steigenberger-Hotel-Am-Kanzleramt
http://en.steigenberger.com/Berlin/Steigenberger-Hotel-Am-Kanzleramt
http://www.esi-group.com/software-services/virtual-integration-platform/multi-domain-simulation/visual-environment
http://www.volkswagen.com/
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Large_eddy_simulation
https://www.fmglobal.com/
https://www.fmglobal.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.openfoam.com/
http://www.esi-group.com/sites/default/files/resource/other/2251/esi-talk_43_lores.pdf
http://www.esi-group.com/OpenFOAM2014
http://www.esi-group.com/OpenFOAM2014
http://www.esi-group.com/company/events/2014/2nd-openfoam-user-conference-2014/registration
http://www.esi-group.com/company/events/2014/2nd-openfoam-user-conference-2014/registration
http://www.dhcae-tools.com/
http://www.beta-cae.gr/
http://www.beta-cae.gr/
http://www.cae-sc.com/
https://www.ceisoftware.com/
http://cpu-24-7.com/
http://www.esi-group.com/company/press


                                                               

 
 

Page 3 / 3 
 

 
About ESI Group  
 

ESI is a pioneer and world-leading provider in Virtual Prototyping that takes into account the physics of materials. ESI 
boasts a unique know-how in Virtual Product Engineering, based on an integrated suite of coherent, industry-oriented 
applications. Addressing manufacturing industries, Virtual Product Engineering aims to replace physical prototypes by 
realistically simulating a product’s behavior during testing, to fine-tune fabrication and assembly processes in accordance 
with desired product performance, and to evaluate the impact on product use under normal or accidental conditions. ESI’s 
solutions fit into a single collaborative and open environment for End-to-End Virtual Prototyping. These solutions are 
delivered using the latest technologies, including immersive Virtual Reality, to bring products to life in 3D; helping 
customers make the right decisions throughout product development. The company employs about 1000 high-level 
specialists worldwide covering more than 40 countries. ESI Group is listed in compartment C of NYSE Euronext Paris. 
 

Connect with ESI on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube 

ESI Group – Media Relations 

Céline Gallerne 

T: +33 (0)1 41 73 58 46 
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