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American Eurocopter is pleased to announce that the Ontario (CA) Police Department has 
ordered their third AS350 B2. The aircraft, which will enter service in late spring, will 
primarily be used for aerial patrol and special operations surveillance. 
 
The single-engine AS350 B2 offers the best performance in its category. With built-in 
maneuverability, superb visibility and low vibration levels in the cabin, the AS350 B2 has 
become a preferred platform for U.S. law enforcement agencies across the nation.  
 
“The AS350 B2 is the perfect aircraft for our operation,” said Eric Weidner, Sergeant and Officer 
in Charge of the Ontario Police Department’s Air Support Unit. “With its payload and 
performance capabilities, the AS350 B2 has allowed us to continue to evolve as a department 
and expand the type of missions we perform.” 
 
The Ontario Police Department, which has been operating helicopters since 1989, acquired its 
first B2 in 2002. The Air Support Unit has nine full-time officers and flies 365 days a year. The 
unit averages around 1000 hours per year on each of their two airframes, with 70-80% of their 
flights flown at night.   
 
“We spend a lot of time in the air so the AS350 B2’s comfortable platform, both in terms of cabin 
spaciousness and flexibility, coupled with its low noise signature, are important features,” 
continued Weidner. “This reduces crew fatigue, allows for safer operations, and makes us 
environmentally friendly.” 
 
The high reliability of the AS350 B2 provides the Ontario Police Department with the dispatch 
availability that is critical to their operation. “In addition to the superb dependability of the aircraft 
itself, the service and support we receive from American Eurocopter is exceptional,” added 
Weidner. “We have been extremely satisfied with the support we receive, which certainly was a 
key consideration as we looked to add a new aircraft to our fleet.”  
 
About American Eurocopter (Website: www.eurocopterusa.com) 
American Eurocopter is the U.S. affiliate of Eurocopter, the largest helicopter manufacturer in the 
world, and a subsidiary of EADS North America Holdings, the North American operations of 
EADS, the second largest aerospace and defense company in the world. American Eurocopter 
is a helicopter manufacturer and markets, sells and supports the broadest range of civil and 
para-public helicopters offered by any manufacturer. The product line represents the most cost-
effective, technologically-advanced helicopters, ranging from light single to heavy twin, serving 
all markets and missions. American Eurocopter’s headquarters and main facility are in Grand 
Prairie, TX, with a large manufacturing and production facility in Columbus, MS. 
 
About Eurocopter (Website: www.eurocopter.com) 
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace, defense and related services. The Eurocopter group employs 
approximately 17,500 people. In 2010, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s No. 1 

http://www.eurocopterusa.com/
http://www.eurocopter.com/


helicopter manufacturer in the civil and parapublic market, with a turnover of 4.8 billion euros; 
orders for 346 new helicopters; and a 49 percent market share in the civil and parapublic 
sectors. Overall, the group’s products account for 33 percent of the total world civil and 
parapublic helicopter fleet. Its strong worldwide presence is ensured by its 27 subsidiaries and 
participations on five continents, along with a dense network of distributors, certified agents and 
maintenance centers. There are 11,200 Eurocopter helicopters currently in service with nearly 
2,900 customers in 147 countries. Eurocopter offers the largest civil and military helicopter range 
in the world.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Brenda REULAND Jeff DRONEN 
Tel : (972) 641-3679 Tel: (972) 641-3525 
Mob : (214) 616-6597 Mob: (972) 834-2939 
brenda.reuland@eurocopterusa.com   jeffrey.dronen@eurocopterusa.com 
 
Stéphane CHERY Melanie WOLF 
Tel : + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel: + 49 (0) 906 71 57 39 
Mob : + 33 (0)6 23 93 71 23 Mob : + 49 (0) 151 17 12 63 18 
stephane.chery@eurocopter.com  melanie.wolf@eurocopter.com 
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