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FRAMINGHAM, Mass. November 12, 2013 – Google's Android operating system reached 

a new milestone during the third quarter of 2013 (3Q13), according to the International Data 

Corporation (IDC) Worldwide Quarterly Mobile Phone Tracker. With a total base of 211.6 

million smartphone units shipped during the quarter, Android accounted for 81.0% of all 

smartphone shipments, marking the first time that Android topped 80% in its short history. 

Despite high saturation rates in a number of mature markets, the overall smartphone space 

grew 39.9% year-over-year in the third quarter.  

Also reaching a milestone was Microsoft's Windows Phone, which grew an amazing 156.0% 

year over year. Granted, volumes started from a small base of 3.7 million units a year ago and 

overall market share is still less than five percent. But Microsoft's efforts, with Nokia's 

support behind it, helped drive the platform into multiple tiers and price points.  

"Android and Windows Phone continued to make significant strides in the third quarter. 

Despite their differences in market share, they both have one important factor behind their 

success: price," said Ramon Llamas, Research Manager with IDC's Mobile Phone team. 

"Both platforms have a selection of devices available at prices low enough to be affordable to 

the mass market, and it is the mass market that is driving the entire market forward."  

Smartphone average selling prices (ASPs) have continued to decline as the appetite for more 

affordable devices grows. ASPs were down -12.5% in 3Q13, accounting for an average price 

of $317. At the same time, the market has seen a large influx of large-screen smartphones (5-

7” screens), also known as phablets. Large-screen devices generally come with a higher 

selling price than smaller screen devices, due to the need for more powerful and expensive 

components. Phablet ASPs in 3Q13 were notably higher than the market average at $443. 

However, the 3Q13 ASP was down -22.8% from the $573 phablet ASP in 3Q12.  

"Almost all successful Android vendors have added one or more 5-7-inch phablets to their 

product portfolios," said Ryan Reith, Program Director with IDC's Worldwide Quarterly 

Mobile Phone Tracker. "And Nokia’s recent announcement of the Lumia 1320 and 1520 put 

them in the category as well. In 3Q13, phablet shipments accounted for 21% of the 

smartphone market, up from just 3% a year ago. We believe the absence of a large-screen 

device may have contributed to Apple's inability to grow share in the third quarter."  

Operating System Highlights  

Android pushed past 80% market share for the first time in 3Q13, a testament to its broad and 

deep list of vendors, including four of the top five vendors worldwide. While Android, as a 

whole, moved forward, the vast majority of its vendors still struggle to find meaningful 

market share. Samsung accounted for 39.9% of all Android shipments for the quarter, while 

the rest of the vendors either saw single-digit market share or, in the case of the majority of 

vendors, market share of less than 1%.  

iOS, despite seeing its total volumes increase and reaching new record third quarter volumes, 

saw its market share decline during 3Q13, most likely due to soft demand in the weeks 

leading up to the launch of iOS 7 smartphones. Still, if the 9 million units sold during the last 
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week of September is any indication of future adoption, iOS stands to reap another record 

quarter in terms of volumes, market share, and year-over-year growth.  

Windows Phone posted the largest year-over-year growth worldwide of any of the leading 

operating systems, a result primarily driven by the support of Nokia. By itself, Nokia 

accounted for 93.2% of all the Windows Phone-powered smartphones shipped during the 

quarter, marking a new milestone in the company's short history on the Microsoft platform. 

Participation from other vendors, meanwhile, still seemed a mixed bag with more vendors 

participating from a year ago, but volumes still far behind Nokia's own.  

BlackBerry recorded the largest year-over-year decline among the leading operating systems 

during 3Q13. Underpinning its results was softer demand for its new BB10 operating system 

and continued demand for its older BB7 within emerging markets. Now with a new CEO in 

place and an infusion of $1 billion, what remains to be seen is how and when the beleaguered 

operating system will be able to change course in the face of mounting pressure from 

Android, iOS, and Windows Phone.  

Top Four Operating Systems, Shipments, and Market Share, Q3 2013 (Units in 

Millions)  

Operating 

System 

3Q13 
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3Q13 

Market 
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3Q12 

Shipment 
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3Q12 

Market 

Share 

Year-Over-

Year Change 

Android 211.6 81.0% 139.9 74.9% 51.3% 

iOS 33.8 12.9% 26.9 14.4% 25.6% 

Windows 

Phone 
9.5 3.6% 3.7 2.0% 156.0% 

BlackBerry 4.5 1.7% 7.7 4.1% -41.6% 

Others 1.7 0.6% 8.4 4.5% -80.1% 

Total 261.1 100.0% 186.7 100.0% 39.9% 

Source: IDC Worldwide Mobile Phone Tracker, November 12, 2013  

Note: Data are preliminary and subject to change. Vendor shipments are branded shipments 

and exclude OEM sales for all vendors.  

 This chart is intended for public use in online news articles and social media. Instructions on 

how to embed this graphic are available by clicking here.  

About IDC Trackers  

IDC Tracker products provide accurate and timely market size, vendor share, and forecasts for 

hundreds of technology markets from more than 100 countries around the globe. Using 

proprietary tools and research processes, IDC's Trackers are updated on a semiannual, 

quarterly, and monthly basis. Tracker results are delivered to clients in user-friendly excel 

deliverables and on-line query tools. The IDC Tracker Charts app allows users to view data 

charts from the most recent IDC Tracker products on their iPhone and iPad.  
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For more information about IDC's Worldwide Quarterly Mobile Phone Tracker, please 

contact Kathy Nagamine at 650-350-6423 or knagamine@idc.com.  

About IDC  

IDC is the premier global provider of market intelligence, advisory services, and events for 

the information technology, telecommunications, and consumer technology markets. IDC 

helps IT professionals, business executives, and the investment community to make fact-

based decisions on technology purchases and business strategy. More than 1,000 IDC analysts 

provide global, regional, and local expertise on technology and industry opportunities and 

trends in over 110 countries worldwide. For more than 49 years, IDC has provided strategic 

insights to help our clients achieve their key business objectives. IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, 

the world's leading technology media, research, and events company. You can learn more 

about IDC by visiting www.idc.com.  

 Companies Covered:  

Nokia Corporation, HTC Corporation, Google Inc., Samsung, Microsoft Corporation   

Regions Covered:  

United States   

Topics Covered:  

Android, BlackBerry, Mobility, Operating systems and subsystems, TV phone, Video player, 

Windows Mobile, Windows Phone 7   

Contact  

For more information, contact: 

 

Ramon Llamas 

rllamas@idc.com 

508-935-4736 

 

Ryan Reith 

rreith@idc.com 

650-350-6242 

 

Michael Shirer 

press@idc.com 

508-935-4200 

 

 
 

http://www.idc.com/
http://www.idc.com/search/simple/browse.do?company=Nokia%20Corporation
http://www.idc.com/search/simple/browse.do?company=HTC%20Corporation
http://www.idc.com/search/simple/browse.do?company=Google%20Inc.
http://www.idc.com/search/simple/browse.do?company=Samsung
http://www.idc.com/search/simple/browse.do?company=Microsoft%20Corporation
http://www.idc.com/search/geography/perform.do?geo=3_186
http://www.idc.com/search/topic/perform.do?top=4_727
http://www.idc.com/search/topic/perform.do?top=4_728
http://www.idc.com/search/topic/perform.do?top=4_1806
http://www.idc.com/search/topic/perform.do?top=4_540
http://www.idc.com/search/topic/perform.do?top=4_746
http://www.idc.com/search/topic/perform.do?top=4_751
http://www.idc.com/search/topic/perform.do?top=4_736
http://www.idc.com/search/topic/perform.do?top=4_738
mailto:rllamas@idc.com
mailto:rreith@idc.com
mailto:press@idc.com

