
  

 
 

 
Eurocopter and Heli-One introduce “Team NORDSAR” as a  

tailored solution for Norway’s search and rescue helicopter acquisition  
 
Marignane, France, May 30, 2012 
 
A capable, mission-tailored solution for Norway’s new search and rescue helicopter 
acquisition is now available with Team NORDSAR. It brings together the extensive 
resources of Eurocopter and its EC225 NORDSAR helicopter with the in-country aircraft 
maintenance and logistic support capabilities of Heli-One Norway AS. 
 
The Team NORDSAR (Nordic Search And Rescue) agreement, announced today, responds to 
Norway’s needs for a next-generation search and rescue (SAR) helicopter in meeting the 
country’s demanding operational requirements.  It unites Eurocopter’s tailor-made EC225 
Nordsar version – which is especially designed for SAR missions in the Nordic region – with 
Heli-One’s 50-plus year’s experience as one of the world’s largest rotorcraft support companies. 
 
“We are very excited to join forces in a common bid with Eurocopter, which allows us to 
combine our skills and expertise in creating a winning team,” said Lars Landsnes, the Managing 
Director of Heli-One Norway AS. “A win of the Norway SAR contract will lead to significant 
investments in the future development of Heli-One’s facility in Sola, securing highly qualified 
labour and contributing to keeping the Stavanger region at the cutting edge of helicopter 
support.” 
 
The Norwegian All Weather Search and Rescue Helicopter (NAWSARH) competition will result 
in the country’s introduction of a new helicopter fleet capable of flying in challenging 
mountainous and coastal areas, as well as long-reach missions in the harsh Barent Sea. 
 
“Team NORDSAR enables Eurocopter and Heli-One to join forces on mission capability, quality, 
safety and security for a solid, and strong NAWSARH joint bid“, stated Thomas Hein 
Eurocopter’s Vice President Sales and Customer Relations for Europe.  “Heli-One already is 
servicing many of the over 120 Eurocopter helicopters operating in Norway, so we have a 
shared, strong history of cooperating in this context.” 
 
The EC225 NORDSAR will incorporate one of the most advanced mission equipment packages 
on a SAR helicopter, benefitting from Eurocopter’s heritage of integrating cutting-edge avionics, 
flight control systems and autopilots – supported by the company’s unmatched experience in 
man-machine interface for high levels of flight safety. 
 
In its specific NORDSAR configuration, the EC225 will meet Norway’s requirements for off-
shore and mountain SAR missions, ensuring total operational flexibility in daily service. The 
Eurocopter EC225 is already on high readiness alert in the SAR-role at Hammerfest and off 
shore in the North Sea. 
 
The EC225 NORDSAR and its military-qualified equivalent the EC725 NORDSAR, will in 
addition combine anti-terror capabilities offering Norway with a true multi-role solution. 
 
The EC225, along with Eurocopter’s AS332L1 version of the Super Puma family, already are 
used extensively in the Nordic region and Iceland for SAR missions, along with crew airlift flights 
to support the oil and gas sector.  All civilian SAR-helicopters in Norway are delivered by 
Eurocopter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

About Heli-One 

Heli-One is the world’s largest independent helicopter support company. Every hour, around the 
world, we provide the knowledge, experience and skills customers need to keep their 
helicopters flying. Our aim is to deliver comprehensive and innovative solutions that maximize 
safety, optimize mission readiness and reduce total cost of ownership. Whether for a single 
helicopter or an entire fleet, we deliver customized care through a global support network that 
includes technical records and systems, line maintenance and over 500,000 square feet of 
international facilities in British Columbia (Canada), Stavanger (Norway) and Fort Collins (USA). 
Heli-One’s capabilities cover airframe, dynamics, engines, modifications and completions as 
well as a wide range of value-added services. Heli-One is the MRO division of CHC Helicopter, 
the world's largest helicopter services company. www.heli-one.ca  
 
About Eurocopter   
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace and defense-related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approximately 20,000 people. In 2011, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s number 
one helicopter manufacturer with a turnover of 5.4 billion Euros, orders for 457 new helicopters 
and a 43 percent market share in the civil and parapublic sectors.  
Overall, the Group’s helicopters account for 33 percent of the worldwide civil and parapublic 
fleet. Eurocopter’s strong international presence is ensured by its subsidiaries and participations 
in 21 countries. Eurocopter’s worldwide network of service centers, training facilities, distributors 
and certified agents supports some 2,900 customers. There are currently more than 11,300 
Eurocopter helicopters in service in 149 countries. Eurocopter offers the most comprehensive 
civil and military helicopter range in the world and is fully committed to safety as the most 
important aspect of its business. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Stéphane Chéry Julie Guerin 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 59 64 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 23 93 71 23 Mob: + 33 (0)6 22 00 34 73 
stephane.chery@eurocopter.com Julie.guerin@eurocopter.com 
 

Website: www.eurocopter.com 
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